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Gods and Kings is the story of King Hezekiah, heir to the throne of King David. When his evil father

plots to sacrifice him, Hezekiah's mother, Abijah, searches frantically for a way to save him. But only

two men can help her, and neither of them seems trustworthy. In a time and place engulfed by

violence, treachery, and infidelity to Yahweh, Abijah and her son must discover the one true Source

of strength if they are to save themselves and their country. Book 1 of Chronicles of the Kings.
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Hezekiah, prince of Judah, lives in a kingdom under siege from hostile forces within and without. His

father, King Ahaz, has abandoned the worship of Yahweh and led his nation into idolatry. Gods &

Kings chronicles Hezekiah's coming of age, detailing his turbulent childhood when he saw his father

sacrifice his older brother Eliab to the pagan god Molech. Overwhelmed by fear, Hezekiah first

encounters the life-changing touch of God through the love and teaching of his grandfather,

Zechariah, a Levitical priest. These seeds of faith are all that Hezekiah has to guide him in a

kingdom threatened by invasion and corrupted by idolatry. But surrounded by threats to his very

existance, can he hope to survive and be given the chance to change the future of his country?This



is one of the best biblical fiction series out there, easily on par with Angela Hunt's Legacies of the

Ancient River series. I don't feel that Austin's writing is as strong or her characters quite as

well-developed as is evident in her later books (such as the Christy award-winning novels Candle in

the Darkness and Fire By Night), but that's a very minor issue. Austin does an excellent job bringing

the world of ancient Judah to life in all of its color, pageantry, danger, and intrigue. She breathes

fresh life into the character of Hezekiah, creating a flesh-and-blood man whose struggles and

weaknesses make his triumphs as one of Judah's greatest kings all the more inspiring. And the

book lives up to perhaps the best measure of whether or not biblical fiction succeeds or fails - it

inspires study of the actual biblical text.When reading this book (incidentally this was my second

time), I was struck by how timely the story felt.
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